
Role of Media - Public Education 
and Awareness on Kidney Failure 
and Kidney Donation



 When is World 
Kidney Day 
celebrated?

Second Thursday 

of March



 What was the 
theme of WKD 
2017?

…?



 What was the 
theme of WKD 
2017?

Obesity

…?
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 30% felt that people should not be allowed to travel to USA 
to receive a deceased donor transplant

 28% felt that people travelling to USA for a deceased donor 
transplant would be acceptable in some cases

 38% indicated that this practice might prevent them from 
becoming an organ donor.

 Media coverage of this practice has the potential to 
adversely affect organ donation.

Volk ML et al , Foreigners traveling to the U.S. for transplantation may adversely affect organ 
donation: a national survey, Am J Transplant. 2010 June 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Volk ML[Author]&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=20486916
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20486916


 RJ Divya on 91.1 FM 
Delhi

 First RJ to pledge to be 
a heart donor

 15,000 people pledged 
to be organ donors in 
one week 











• First day itself 13,054 registered i.e 21.1 fold increase
in online donor registrations

• Ireland, 2012 - there were more than 1,700 lungs
available





 WhatsApp
200 million monthly 
active users in India as 
of February 2017

 Twitter
11.5 million monthly 
active users in India in 
2013, projected to 
reach 30.4 million in 
2018







 What would you like to see in a newspaper? 
Think from that angle.

 Is there anything "new" in your story?

 Understand the media house you are 
approaching

 You have 10 min with a journalist. What will 
you say?



 Everyone loves a good story. Have a human 
face to the story (beneficiary or donor). Then 
expand to the general scene.

 Don’t assume anything. Talk in simple terms, 
not jargon.

 Have a press release ready



 Write killer headlines

 Get your “top line” in the first line of your 
press release

 “Five Ws” (who, what, where, why and when)

 Be concise - about an A4 side or 300 to 400 
words





 Sushma Swaraj's kidney transplant brings 
the long wait for organs back into focus

The paperwork involved to receive an organ from 
an unrelated donor is very cumbersome, 
patients complain. (scroll.in)

 Sushma Swaraj, kidney donor ‘being 
monitored’ after transplant at AIIMS

(Hindustan Times)



Sushma Swaraj's kidney transplant from 
an 'unrelated donor' shows need for 
organ donation campaign

 Swaraj’s kidney transplant points at increasing need for 
organ donation

 A team of doctors performed the surgery at AIIMS

 Swaraj has been suffering from diabetes for quite a long 
time

(www.dailymail.co.uk/indiahome)

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/indiahome


 Personal blogs

 Facebook/other private social media 
accounts

 WhatsApp

 A campaign these days begins in the social 
media space. Flag issues here.








